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• “We need ways of reintroducing an awareness of discipline, theory, and method 
into our understanding of access, rather than seeing digital production as a form of 
transparency. For example, we need to ask ourselves how we can offer access to 
archives in such a way that scholars and students can read the craftedness of the 
archive”

• (Jacqueline Wernimont and Julia Flanders, ‘Feminism in the Age of Digital 
Archives: The Women Writers Project’, 2010, 433)



www.modernistarchives.com

A critical digital archive, 2013-22-

http://www.modernistarchives.com/


Digitizing the Hogarth Press: split archives 



Pre and post-production. Hogarth Press Business Archives, Special 
Collections University of Reading. 





Book History and Data Modelling

• Joanna Drucker “We have to 
shift […] to grasp an alternative 
conception – in which a book is 
conceived as a distributed 
object, not a thing, but a set of 
intersecting events, material 
conditions, and activities”
(“Distributed and Conditional 
Documents”, MatLit 2.1 2014)

Robert Darnton, “The communications circuit” 1982





Correspondence: Scribes/typists

http://www.modernistarchives.com/correspondence/corr
espondence-from-leonard-woolf-to-john-carroll



Women workers at the 
Hogarth Press

“a long line of competent 
professional women who had been 
employed at the press in a variety 
of capacities and helped Woolf in 
her rise to fame, literally working in 
the room next door. This procession 
of women behind the scenes has 
received scant critical notice, partly 
because cataloguing methods have 
obscured their presence in the 
modernist archive” 

(Alice Staveley, “Marketing Virginia 
Woolf: Women, War and Public 
Relations in Three Guineas”, Book 
History 12 (2009)

Barbara Hepworth 
sitting among 
Hogarth Press books, 
undated. 

Winifred Perkins, 
editor. 
Harvard University, 
Houghton Lib.
Virginia Woolf 
Monk's House photo 
album, MH-5.



Business: Bookshops

http://helenscales.com/2015/05/08/spirals-in-time-
cambridge-launch-may-27th/

UoR_MS 2750_A_15. 
http://www.modernistarchives.com/related/order-book-vol-i-1920-
1922-notebook-containing-handwritten-orders-by-leonard-woolf-
lists-12

http://helenscales.com/2015/05/08/spirals-in-time-cambridge-launch-may-27th/


MAPP + Preservation + 
Going Forward

• Tech: Drupal – support for RDF: mapping of existing 
project metadata onto common Linked Open Data 
ontologies 

• Publics: user experience features including annotation

• Peer review: working with umbrella groups like ModsNet

• Working further with archivists and librarians – copyright, 
permissions. REFT funding 2019-21 – 2 yr 0.4 post

• Working across platforms: print and other publications 

• Pedagogy: incorporation of building, metadata training, 
research skills, essay-writing (biographies of ‘persons’, 
businesses) into courses and as units of assessment – ie
new UoR Part 3 module ’Publishing Cultures’ (2019-20)


