
University and Facebook 

 Many universities now have FB pages 

 Popularity is growing – Oxford has 137,000 
'Likes' for its page. 

 More than 60% of all university twitter 
followers are connected to UK institutions 

 They also account for 42.4% of all 
Facebook members 

Scienceguide.nl 



Use at Reading 

 Facebook is used 
at an institutional 
level. 

 

At Reading, many 
departments have 
pages. Archaeology 
is one of the most 
recent.  



Staff/Student Interaction 

 Lecture/Classroom 

 Tutor meetings 

 Email 

 Blackboard 

 

 Facebook? 



Classicslecturers@Facebook 

 Advice on future 
study and careers 

 

 

  



Classicslecturers@Facebook 

 Extra help with 
modules 



Classicslecturers@Facbook 

 Current Research 
and UROP 
promotion 



Classicslecturers@Facebook 

 Extra curricular 
activities 



Classicslecturers@Facebook 

 Student module 
groups 

“Using it for my module, has 
allowed my students and 
myself to discuss relevant 
matters, sometimes at 
insane hours, very quickly. It 
has allowed us to share 
knowledge, ask questions, 
find answers, and to do so in 
an intelligent, yet laid-back 
way.'” 

Prof. Peter Kruschwitz 

 



Benefits 

 What are the benefits of using Facebook? 

 

 Used in conjunction with other official forms 
of communication 

 

 Has made lecturers more accessible and 
open to student interaction. 



Benefits 

 Its a platform that students are familiar with 

 

 Can continue class discussions and give 
less confident students a place to express 
their opinions 

 

 Helping students connect with each other 
and organise study groups 



Staff Opinions 

'An excellent example of successful staff/student 
interaction on Facebook is the Classics Society 
group: unfortunately, we hardly ever see all our 
students at once - having found a virtual space to do 
so, to mix and mingle, to exchange view, develop 
initiatives, and to allow for a democratic exchange of 
ideas is a deeply liberating experience - and it 
certainly has fundamentally changed the dynamics in 
my department, for the better, I 
hasten to add.' 

Prof. Peter Kruschwitz 



Concerns 

 Privacy 

 

 Being 'Friends' with students 

 

 Control 


